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wonder as I walk through the Capitol— 
its beauty, its iconic power really defy 
my attempts at articulation. More 
than any other building, it is the exte-
rior of the Capitol that we associate 
with the freedoms, values, and privi-
leges of American citizenship. But on 
the inside we tell so many stories 
about who we are as a people, what our 
aspirations and our dreams might be. 

Constantino Brumidi was 47 years 
old, a painter, when he came to our 
shores. As is often the case with the 
immigrant experience, he landed here 
with nothing but a dream, and within a 
relatively short period of years he was 
here at the Capitol, using his talent 
and the great tradition that he exalted, 
to turn the interior of our Capitol into 
something much more alive and real 
than just the walls and the columns 
that held it up. He had a Greek father, 
an Italian mother; some might very 
well say the best of both worlds. And 
the coincidence should not be lost on 
us, that classical wall painting, the 
medium of which he was a master, 
originated in Greece and reached a 
high degree of refinement during the 
Roman Republic. So he brought with 
him his classical training and influ-
ences and he became a master of that 
tradition. He believed that the Capitol 
required, as he put it, ‘‘a superior style 
of decoration in real fresco, like the 
palaces of Augustus and Nero.’’ In the 
Brumidi biography, by Capitol curator 
Barbara Wolanin, she so aptly writes, 
‘‘his originality lay in integrating 
American themes into his classical rep-
ertoire. He was inspired by the great 
Renaissance artist Raphael, and he 
emulated his design of scrolls and 
leaves with birds and animals, but the 
species of squirrels and mice he painted 
in the Senate Wing corridors were 
strictly American.’’ 

He spent 25 years painting in the 
Capitol Building, but that was not his 
only commission. One of his most nota-
ble other great works is found in New 
York, at the Church of Our Lady of the 
Scapular and Saint Stephen, which is 
in the Gramercy Park area of Manhat-
tan. My predecessor, Senator Moy-
nihan, recognized the importance of 
Brumidi’s work at Saint Stephen’s 
years ago. Commissioned in 1866, 
Brumidi painted a huge mural of 
Christ’s crucifixion over the church’s 
high altar, in addition to 43 murals and 
paintings around the walls. He was ac-
claimed for this work, and you can see 
why as you look through the Capitol, 
and I also hope you will also visit Saint 
Stephen’s. The church is engaged in an 
important effort to preserve Brumidi’s 
work, and I personally hope that this 
ceremony and the 200th anniversary of 
his birth will help draw attention to 
that effort. 

As we have learned from years of ef-
fort, preserving and restoring 
Brumidi’s work is enormously impor-
tant. For decades it was obscured by 
moisture and leaks, and gas torch light 
residue, but finally in the 1980s and the 
1990s his work had begun to be restored 

to its original splendor. I remember 
coming in late at night in the Capitol 
on numerous occasions in the past 10 or 
15 years and seeing the restorers work-
ing so meticulously to preserve and en-
hance and once again reveal the full 
beauty of his work. 

Yes, he was an artist-citizen. He used 
his artistry on behalf of his citizenship, 
and he used his citizenship to elevate 
his art. He is reported to have said, 
‘‘My one ambition and my daily prayer 
is that I may live long enough to make 
beautiful the Capitol of the one coun-
try on Earth in which there is liberty.’’ 
I believe his daily prayer was answered 
and I am delighted that so many of us 
could be here to recognize and cele-
brate the 200th anniversary of his 
birth, but even more the work he did 
which has stood the test of time. 

f 

MEMORIAL FOUNDATION FOR THE 
BLIND’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, today 
I pay tribute to the Memorial Founda-
tion for the Blind in Worcester, MA as 
they celebrate a century of good deeds 
in the Commonwealth. I would espe-
cially like to congratulate the board of 
directors on this special day, led by 
President Lawrence M. Raymond and 
Vice President Janet LaBreck. Without 
the board’s leadership and dedication 
this day may not have been possible. 

For most of our Nation’s history, 
blind and visually impaired men and 
women, like all people with disabil-
ities, were treated like second-class 
citizens. They had fewer opportunities 
to succeed in school and work and par-
ticipate in the life of their commu-
nities, and their special needs were too 
often considered a burden without rem-
edy and not worth addressing. 

Since those dark days, enormous 
progress has been made in promoting a 
life full of possibilities for blind and 
visually impaired men and women. 
Leaders like Helen Keller changed 
hearts and minds by showing us all 
that what is often seen as a limitation 
can be a blessing in disguise. But much 
of the credit also goes to local organi-
zations such as the memorial founda-
tion, that cared about these basic 
issues and stood up for civil rights. It 
represents the best in progressive phil-
anthropic organizations that changed 
communities one at a time, and en-
couraged the rest of the Nation to fol-
low suit. Their great legacy is a strong-
er and fairer America. 

In Worcester County, the foundation 
operated a special home and provided 
support services for many years, mak-
ing sure that a safe and welcoming 
shelter existed in the community. In 
1960 it shifted its focus to providing fi-
nancial assistance to one and later on 
to many agencies and organizations in 
the community that exemplify its giv-
ing spirit. They continue to do so 
today, adapting to new developments, 
supporting assistive technologies and 
giving blind and visually impaired men 
and women unprecedented new inde-
pendence. 

This new century holds great promise 
for further extraordinary progress, es-
pecially in the area of employment. I 
am proud to join the memorial founda-
tion in its ongoing efforts for greater 
justice and equality. You represent the 
very best in our Commonwealth and 
our Nation. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

SALUTE TO EDWIN LEE ALLEN 
∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today in celebration of the 95th birth-
day later this week of a truly beloved 
Iowa artist, Lee Allen. 

Born in Muscatine on September 16, 
1910, Edwin Lee Allen has called Iowa 
home for his entire life. The son of an 
engineer, Lee was raised with a unique 
blend of curiosity and problem-solving 
ability. As a young boy, his father gave 
him a set of oil paints and Lee quickly 
developed into an excellent artist. At 
the age of 18, Lee won a blue ribbon for 
oil painting at the Iowa State fair. An-
other artist who won an award at that 
fair was Grant Wood, later to become 
famous for his painting ‘‘American 
Gothic.’’ Lee and Grant Wood became 
friends and, as director of a Federal 
fine arts project during the Depression, 
Grant Wood asked Lee to work for him. 

In 1935, Lee studied under Diego Ri-
vera in Mexico City. Upon returning to 
Iowa City, Lee won a competition to 
paint murals for post offices. Two were 
produced. One, ‘‘Soil Conservation,’’ 
still hangs in the Onawa post office, 
and another, ‘‘Conservation of Wild-
life,’’ hangs in the Emmetsburg post of-
fice. ‘‘Soil Conservation’’ was selected 
for the American Century exhibit at 
the Whitney Museum of American Art 
in 1999. 

In 1937, Lee began working for the 
University of Iowa as a medical illus-
trator in the Eye Department. He 
quickly distinguished himself as a 
medical illustrator, but also made 
many contributions to the medical pro-
fession. For example, in 1941, frustrated 
with then-current gonioprisms, Lee de-
veloped the ‘‘Allen-Thorpe Goniprism,’’ 
which was sold by the Bausch and 
Lomb Company. He also developed the 
‘‘Allen Dot’’ which diminished flare 
and reflections on cameras designed for 
photographing eyes. 

Following World War II, Lee began 
making artificial eyes. And in 1976, he 
retired from the University of Iowa to 
open his own company, Iowa Eye Pros-
thetics. Using the same scientific mind 
and artist’s skill, Lee revolutionized 
the process of making artificial eyes. 
His development of the ‘‘painting lens’’ 
allowed ocularists—artificial eye arti-
sans—to develop incredibly com-
fortable and life-like artificial eyes. 
His Iowa Eye Implant provided for a 
very natural eye movement. Because of 
Lee’s success and dedication, today ar-
tificial eyes look every bit as natural 
as the real thing. 

Throughout his career, Lee continued 
to paint and win awards, and his art 
hangs in museums across the country. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 06:04 Dec 28, 2006 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00038 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORDCX\T37X$J0E\S14SE5.REC S14SE5hm
oo

re
 o

n 
P

R
O

D
1P

C
68

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S10035 September 14, 2005 
Today, Lee is fully retired and lives 

in Iowa City, welcoming the oppor-
tunity to spend time with his three 
daughters, Loredo, Mary Lee, and Eliz-
abeth. I wish him the best on this his 
95th birthday, and thank him for his 
contributions to art, medicine, and 
America.∑ 

f 

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ICE 
AGE NATIONAL SCENIC TRAIL 

∑ Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, today 
I wish to honor the 25th anniversary of 
the Ice Age National Scenic Trail, 
which will be observed later this week 
but officially occurs on October 3, 2005. 
This anniversary is an appropriate 
time to celebrate not just the breath-
taking beauty of our natural sur-
roundings or the accomplishments of 
and opportunities provided by a cher-
ished unit of the National Park Service 
over the past 25 years. It also gives us 
the chance to mark the achievements 
that are possible when a dedicated 
group of volunteers commit themselves 
to a long-term vision of improving 
their environment, their communities, 
their State, and their country. 

Much of North America’s landscape 
was formed by retreating ice sheets 
some 15,000 years ago and the beauty 
this retreat exposed surrounds each of 
us. However, it is the two-thirds of 
Wisconsin that were shaped during this 
glacial movement whose majestic 
beauty is, quite simply, unmatched. I 
know that all Wisconsinites appreciate 
the special places that owe their exist-
ence to these glacial changes—from our 
thousands of inland lakes and streams 
to our meandering eskers and rolling 
moraines, and from the top of Timm’s 
Hill down to the gravelly shores of 
Lake Michigan. 

Wisconsin’s geological history com-
municates a fascinating story and the 
Ice Age National Scenic Trail helps to 
both preserve that story, by protecting 
the scenic beauty, and to tell that 
story, by allowing people the oppor-
tunity to explore it. The trail, which 
starts in Green Bay, follows the path of 
the Wisconsin Glaciation, stretches for 
more than 1,000 miles across the State, 
and finally ends at the Interstate State 
Park Ice Age Reserve Unit at the 
Dalles of the St. Croix River. Through-
out its meanderings, the trail takes 
you on a journey like no other. 

In addition to learning about the geo-
logical history of Wisconsin, a visitor 
to the trail will find a multitude of rec-
reational opportunities. These activi-
ties can be equally enjoyed by individ-
uals seeking solitude and by groups 
and families who want to increase their 
togetherness. All areas on the Ice Age 
Trail encourage hiking and back-
packing, and some portions permit 
non-motorized sports such as bicycling, 
horseback riding, cross-country skiing, 
snowshoeing, and jogging. I cannot 
think of a better place to engage in 
these activities than along the Ice Age 
Trail. 

The stories associated with the trail 
aren’t only about the geological his-

tory of our State. The trail also tells 
the story of individuals working to ful-
fill a dream. In the 1950s, the late Ray 
Zillmer, of Milwaukee, envisioned a 
trail spanning across Wisconsin’s gla-
cial landscape. In 1958, the Ice Age 
Park and Trail Foundation was formed 
by a grassroots movement of Wisconsin 
citizens interested in promoting the 
creation of a national park that would 
recognize the glacial footprint in Wis-
consin. These citizens’ efforts were fi-
nally recognized when, in 1971, the 
State of Wisconsin cooperated with the 
National Park Service to create the Ice 
Age National Scientific Reserve. Fi-
nally, in 1980—over 20 years after Mr. 
Zillmer’s work began—Congress recog-
nized the national significance of our 
landscape and the importance of shar-
ing it with the country and designated 
the Ice Age Trail as a National Scenic 
Trail. 

Our trail is administered jointly by 
the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources, the Ice Age Park and Trail 
Foundation, and the National Park 
Service, but it is the efforts of volun-
teers that truly make the trail shine. 
From those as young as 11 to those in 
their 70s, I salute the volunteers who 
are committed to improving our Ice 
Age National Scenic Trail. Their ac-
tions carry on the vision of past Wis-
consinites to leave their surroundings 
a bit better off than they found them. 

Over the past 25 years, the trail has 
flourished. It has grown tremendously 
and today there are many segments 
proposed for inclusion. I can’t wait to 
watch as the next 25 years go by. In 
fact, I look forward to participating in 
the 50th anniversary celebration! 

In closing, I congratulate the Ice Age 
National Scenic Trail on its 25th anni-
versary and commend all those associ-
ated with it for their efforts to make it 
one of the most outstanding parts of 
the National Trails System.∑ 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNI-
VERSITY OF NORTH DAKOTA 
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AND 
HEALTH SCIENCES 

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the outstanding 
achievements of the School of Medicine 
and Health Sciences at the University 
of North Dakota, UND, as it celebrates 
100 years of excellence, innovation and 
service. On September 30 through Octo-
ber 1, the students, faculty, and alumni 
of the UND School of Medicine and 
Health Sciences will gather to cele-
brate their institution’s history and 
founding. 

As the only medical school in the 
State of North Dakota, the School of 
Medicine and Health Sciences has 
played a key role in ensuring access to 
quality health care in our region. When 
the School was established by the 
North Dakota State Legislature in 
1905, most of the State’s citizens were 
farmers living in areas with little or no 
medical care. Throughout the past 100 
years, the UND School of Medicine and 

Health Sciences has maintained its 
focus on training health professionals 
that seek to practice in rural areas. 
The school has educated nearly half of 
all practicing doctors in North Dakota 
and almost 80 percent of the physician 
assistants and physical and occupa-
tional therapists. The school has also 
trained medical doctors and other 
health professionals for service on res-
ervations through its Indians Into Med-
icine program. 

One of the most notable offices with-
in the School of Medicine and Health 
Sciences is the Center for Rural 
Health. As one of the Nation’s top re-
sources for rural health research and 
policy, the Center for Rural Health has 
been recognized again and again for its 
work in studying and improving rural 
health. The center is home to the Na-
tion’s only Rural Assistance Center, a 
clearinghouse for rural health pro-
viders and communities to access the 
full range of funding and research op-
portunities. 

The School of Medicine and Health 
Sciences has also focused resources on 
medical research. As one of eleven na-
tionwide sites with the advanced tech-
nology to study neurodegenerative dis-
eases, the school has utilized its sci-
entists and resources to study diseases 
and conditions that affect people in the 
Midwest region, including diabetes, 
cancer, fetal alcohol syndrome, and 
Parkinson’s. Over the past 10 years, the 
school has attracted nearly $30 million 
in Federal grant funding. 

The UND School of Medicine and 
Health Sciences has provided a century 
of excellence, innovation, and service 
to not only its students and faculty, 
but to the entire State of North Da-
kota. The school has grown and ex-
panded over the past 100 years, but has 
remained committed to educating fu-
ture health care providers. I ask the 
Senate to join me in congratulating 
the School of Medicine and Health 
Sciences on its first 100 years of service 
to North Dakota and in wishing it well 
as it embarks on the next century. By 
honoring the UND School of Medicine 
and Health Sciences, we recognize the 
unique contributions that smaller, 
community-based medical schools have 
made to our Nation’s health care sys-
tem, particularly in rural areas.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 
At 9:38 a.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives has signed 
the following enrolled bills: 

S. 252. An act to direct the Secretary of the 
Interior to convey certain land in Washoe 
County, Nevada, to the Board of Regents of 
the University and Community College Sys-
tem of Nevada. 

S. 264. An act to amend the Reclamation 
Wastewater and Groundwater Study and Fa-
cilities Act to authorize certain projects in 
the State of Hawaii. 
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